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5. (U) OBSERVATION: 
Actions taken for whatever reason can be 
misinterpreted and result in an incident. 
 
6. (U) DISCUSSION: 
An incident which illustrates the complexity 
of operating in a low intensity conflict (LIC) environment 
happened at Arraijan during April.  One of the Marine sentries 
noticed a man standing across the Thatcher Highway photographing 
the cuartel.  The sentry thought that this could be a method of 
documenting the layout of the cuartel for a possible terrorist 
attack.  The Marine sentry alerted the Panamanian National 
Police (PNP) who confiscated the film.  The photographer was 
working for one of the newspapers in Panama City.  The 
sensationalized article that followed portrayed the cuartel as a 
United States (U.S.) military controlled post with the PNP 
serving as its puppets. 
 
7. (U) LESSON LEARNED: 
All things Marines do during an 
operation are subject to interpretation by local media. 
 
8. (U) RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
All activities should be well 
thought out, time permitting, to keep bad press to a minimum. 
 
9. (U) COMMENTS: 
None stated. 
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